COMPLETION  BY  CONQUEST
an obliging abbot must remain a mystery ; but there
certainly was the coffin with Latin inscription all com-
plete, and Henry, rather like the new squire who takes
on the family ghost with the estate, entered complacently
upon the prestige accruing from this visible and tangible
proof of his mighty predecessor's existence. Arthur was
after all just as much of an Englishman as Henry, and in
appropriating them both England had, by taking thought,
added immeasurably to her stature, both in her own eyes
and those of the world.
Arthur was only the culminating hero of a long and
glorious history of Britain under her Celtic kings, back
to the Trojan Brutus, that was none the less valuable,
as a stimulant of patriotism, from being mainly imaginary.
This also was discovered as opportunely as Arthur's
coffin, in an old Welsh book, which nobody ever saw but
the discoverer, an ingenious monk of Monmouth, called
Geoffrey. It came just at the right moment to provide
England with a past in which Norman, Saxon, and Celt
could participate on a footing of equal pride, and which
would take away from the English the last lingering traces
of the conquered feeling.
But the strong hand of her Norman French kings had
resulted in something more than the creation, for England,
of a fictitious past. The conditions were being established
for a future of as yet unimagined potentialities. Henry
Plantagenet had, in his own interests, made his realm of
England the most secure in Europe, both against coercion
from abroad and feudal anarchy within. It only remained
for England, thus secured, to assume control of her own
destinies, for an independent civilization to be launched
on its career.